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Friday Flyer – Friday 5th December 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
December has certainly arrived with a flurry of festive fun 
at school! We returned from the weekend to find the school 
beautifully decked and the most enormous Christmas Tree 
standing proudly in the hall. Thank you to the FOSJ who 
have worked so hard to provide these stunning 
decorations. 
 
Now feeling full of the joys of the season, we were ready to 
launch into the Nativity and our trip to the Pantomime – 
more details and pictures to follow! And it doesn’t stop 
there: next week we have a FOSJ Disco and the Choir 
performing at Arundel Cathedral, not to mention our 
Christmas Lunch, Christingle Service and FOSJ Christmas 
Fayre in the last week of term. Be sure to check the diary 
dates and catch up on all the news in this Festive Flyer. It 
truly is ‘the most wonderful time of the year!’ 
 
 
FOSJ - Christmas Disco – Tuesday 9th December  
The Friends of St James’ are organising a Christmas Disco on Tuesday 
9th December from 3.15pm to 4.15pm.  The disco is free to attend; 
please give consent on Parentpay so we know that your child will be 
joining the fun.  On 9th December, the children should bring their disco 
clothes in a named carrier bag.  They will have time to get changed in 
school before the disco starts. There will be a drink and a snack provided 
for all.  
 

Christingle – Please Bring an Orange to School on 15th or 16th 
December 
Our school Christingle Service will take place on Thursday 18th December 
at 9.00am at St Giles’ Church.  Parents and carers are invited to come 
along. The children will make their Christingles in school on Wednesday 
17th December.  Please could every child bring an orange into school by 
this date so they can make their own Christingle.   
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Parent Survey - Please Complete by 19th December 
The School Governors of the Arun Villages Federation would like to gather parental 
feedback regarding our school. They kindly request that parents and carers fill in this 
Parent Survey  
 
The purpose of this survey is to gather a wide range of views to help Governors further 
develop the school's offering to your children; it will form the basis of how our school 
grows pupil numbers in the next few years. All adults with responsibility for our children 
are encouraged to respond, including step parents and legal guardians. 
 
Feedback will be collated and a summary sent to parents and carers early next year. 
 
Governors ask for you to be open and honest and will value your input. All responses will 
be anonymised but please include your name if you would like a member of the Governing 
Board or Staff to contact you to follow up with you individually on an aspect of your 
response. 
 
Robin Hood – Whole School Trip to the Panto  
We all had a fantastic time watching Robin Hood at the Capitol Theatre on Wednesday, 
made all the better when Mr Lewis was chosen from the audience by the pantomime Dame.  
Mr Lewis was a very good sport, joining in with all the antics on the stage and gaining 
huge cheers and applause from the whole audience.  At the end of the show, two of our 
children were chosen to go onto the stage and join in with a rousing rendition of ‘The Music 
Man’.  We were very proud of team St James’ and look forward to more exciting school 
trips in the future.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSkbe8_7kGtJfEC55c3xLPe5flgte3N5SoR4jLpj6jvqAYwA/viewform?usp=dialog
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News from the Penguins and Rhinos  
Penguins and Rhinos put on two brilliant performances of “The Sleepy Shepherd” this 
week.  The children were all stars, singing beautifully and saying their lines incredibly 
clearly.  A lot of hard work went into this performance; so well done to Mr Lewis and all 
the staff and our superstar children who made the 2025 Nativity such a lovely success.  
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School Council Meeting 
This week, the School Council invited Mrs Martin to attend their meeting. 
The children were keen to know what St James’ is working on to improve 
and listened intently as Mrs Martin talked about the School Development 
Plan. She explained that there is a focus on Pupil Voice to help ensure 
that the improvements are having a positive impact on all our children 
and was very pleased to have been invited to the meeting. The School 
Councillers also talked about their wish for improvements to the 
playground environment and their desire for a school pet. We will be 
scheduling a meeting with Mrs Kirby next term to discuss what is possible 
and then devise a plan for fundraising. 
 
Penguins and Rhinos – Art Inspired by Wassily Kandinsky  
On a blustery afternoon, when the weather was too poor for Forest School to take place, 
Penguins and Rhinos learned about the artist Wassily Kandinsky. They interpreted some  
of his work and then created their own pieces inspired by the artist.  
 

 
Jaguar Class Worship - Friday 12th December at 9.00am 
Jaguar Class Worship is on Friday 12th December.  Parents, carers, 
grandparents and younger siblings are warmly invited into school as 
the children share their learning.   
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School Photos  
The school photos have been distributed to the children this week.  If you have not 
received your child’s photo this week, please let the Office know.  
 
Values’ Ambassadors 
Congratulations to this week’s Teamwork Ambassadors – Gray, Lexi, Reggie, Evan and 
Raife.  
 
News from the Elephants 
Elephants have been designing 
night lights in their Design 
Technology lessons. They have 
thought about the shape of the 
lights and the materials that 
could be used.  Their next steps 
will be to design the electrical 
circuit which will be contained 
within the lamp.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wear Something Festive Day – Tuesday 16th December  
On Tuesday 16th December, everyone is invited to wear something festive 
with their usual school uniform.  It could be a jumper, tinsel, Christmas socks 
or a set of festive deely boppers!  This is also the day of our Christmas lunch.   
 
Sandham Hall Car Park – Out of Use on 16th and 17th December  
The Sandham Hall Committee have advised us that the Sandham Hall car park will be 
closed on 16th December and 17th December to allow tree surgery to be undertaken. All 
trees are affected: the oak over the entrance; the sycamore in the top corner next to the 
road and the beech trees on the boundary at the back.   We would be grateful if parents 
and carers could please park elsewhere on these days when dropping off and collecting 
children.  
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Request for Cleaners to Volunteer at St Giles’ Church 
Support is needed to help the cleaning teams at St Giles’ and St John’s Church. The small 
ageing teams clean once a month and it takes approximately 2 hours. Can you help, 
please?  Please email arunchurches@gmail.com or phone 07519 511451 if you are able 
to. 
 
Decorating the St Giles’ Church Christmas Tree 
Each year, the church wardens at St. Giles kindly invite some children from St. James to 
help decorate the tree and lay the Nativity scene into the altar.  This year, the School 
Council and our Year 6 children visited St Giles’ Church this week to do this. We are grateful 
to the church wardens for giving the children the opportunity to do this – they loved it!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
News from the Arun Churches  
Arun Churches have asked us to share details of the following Christmas Services at  
St John’s Church, Bury.  Children and families are very welcome, especially at these  
services.  
 
 Family Orientated Christingle Service  Sunday 21st December  10.30am  
       Christmas Day Family Service   Thursday 25th December  10.30am  
 
We are looking forward to sharing more festive news with you in our final flyer of 2025 in 
two weeks when we will be breaking up for the Christmas holidays! It seems unbelievable 
that we are at the end of our first term and coming up to the end of the year. Thank you 
for your ongoing support of the school – it is much appreciated! 
 
 

mailto:arunchurches@gmail.com
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Kind regards, 
 
 
 

Mrs N Douse 
Senior Teacher 

Dates for the Diary  
 

Tuesday 9th 
December 2025 

Christmas Disco for all children 3.15pm to 4.15pm.  Please give 
consent on ParentPay for your child to attend. Disco clothes should 
be brought to school in a bag on this day.  

Thursday 11th 
December 2025 

Choir Workshop and Performance at Arundel Cathedral 
(Christmas Fun Day in school for those not at the workshop and 
performance) 

Friday 12th 
December  

Jaguar Class Worship 9.00am – parents and carers of Jaguars are 
invited to attend 

Monday 15th – 
Friday 19th 
December 2025 

After School Clubs run by St James’ will not take place this week.  

Tuesday 16th 
December 2025 

Christmas Lunch – please place an order on ParentPay if your child 
would like a Chartwells Christmas lunch on this day. Packed 
lunches can be eaten as usual.  The children can wear something 
festive on this day with their usual school uniform e.g. a Christmas 
jumper, tinsel, a Christmas hat or festive deely boppers! 

Thursday 18th 
December 2025 

Christingle Service at St Giles’ Church 9.00am.  All parents and 
carers are welcome to attend, although seating will be limited.  

Thursday 18th 
December 2025 

Following the Christingle Service, the choir will sing for local 
residents at the Sandham Hall coffee morning.  

Thursday 18th 
December 2025 

FOSJ Christmas Fayre and Social – more details to follow 

Friday 19th 
December 2025 

Last day of the Autumn Term  

Monday 5th January 
2026 

First day of the Spring Term  
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All Things Autism have sent the following list of training sessions and workshops, some of 
which can be booked direct by Parents and Carers.
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