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Friday Flyer  - 8th October 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

It would appear that the ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ has well and truly 
arrived; this morning, as I drove to work, I was surrounded by swirling mist and could 

see the leaves falling from the trees.  It is a beautiful time of year and we are so 
privileged to have school grounds that reflect the beauty of it (although the plethora of 
leaves falling from the trees on to he playground always presents a challenge for us to 

keep clear!) 
 

In the three weeks since the last Friday Flyer, school life has settled back into a familiar 
routine and it is a joy to be working with a normality that we have missed in the last 
eighteen months.  All the children continue to work hard and it is a pleasure to visit the 

classrooms to see some of the excellent work that they have produced.  More about 
that below! 

 
Harvest 
Thank you to all the families who 

donated items for our Harvest 
Festival which will be donated to 

Horsham District Foodbank.  The 
Foodbank were thrilled with the 
donation from St. James’ last year 

and, once again, you have 
generously given lots; it will be 

much appreciated. 
 
Support from The Foodbank  

Horsham District Foodbank tell us 
that any family who needs 

support from the Foodbank over 
half-term can call them on 0300 
124 0204 to request a voucher for 

use at their local foodbank.   
 

In addition, Horsham Foodbank are able to offer a new service, as they have funding in 
place to provide one or two weeks worth of frozen meals (which would be delivered) for 
families going through challenging times.  This is not restricted to holidays and they 
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would welcome a telephone call from families facing a crisis, at any time, in order to 

support them. 
  
 

Penguins Pattern Making 
Penguin class really enjoyed learning about patterns in our maths last week. They made 

simple repeating patterns with colours and shapes using lots of different classroom 
equipment. We particularly loved making patterned fruit kebabs and tucking into them 
at snack time. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Jaguars – Visit to Pulborough Library 
Jaguars thoroughly 

enjoyed their trip to 
Pulborough Library.  They 
met Bev Kinahan, Families 

and Wellbeing Librarian, 
who guided them around 

the library – showing the 
fantastic range of texts 
including graphic novels, 

picture books, information 
and story books.  Every 

child in Jaguar Class now 
owns a library card giving 
access to all services 

including audio books and 
ebooks online.  They were 

delighted to use the self service booths to sign out the books they had chosen.   
The library is open to all families a library cards can be used in all West Sussex 
libraries. It would be fabulous if every child at St James’ could have a library card and 

have access to the library facilities. 
 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/libraries/library-
details/pulborough-library/ 
 

Values Certificates 
Congratulations to Ella, Freya, Zac and Oscar who 

received Values Ambassador Certificates in assembly this 
morning.  The certificates celebrate those who 

demonstrate our St James’ values of respect, kindness, 
honesty, positivity and teamwork; both adults and 
children nominate children for these so they are a true 

recognition from the school as a community. The 
particular focus for this week was honesty and all of these 

children have shown how, through always being honest, they are trustworthy young 
people. 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/libraries/library-details/pulborough-library/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/libraries/library-details/pulborough-library/
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Penguins and Rhinos – Forest School 
There has been a chance to enjoy some fine weather during the Forest School sessions.  
The children have been getting to know each other while creating natural art and 

learning to treat the environment with respect at all times. 
 

 

 
School Council  

Now that term is fully underway, election of the School Council has taken place.  The 
School Councillors were chosen by their peers based on a presentation which they gave 

to their class.  The School Council will meet very soon to elect their Chair, Vice-Chair 
and Secretary and decide on the regularity of their meetings.  Mr Armitage will be 
facilitating the School Council’s discussions and we look forward to their contribution to 

the school in the future. 
 

Housekeeping! 
Coats 
As mentioned at the beginning of this Friday Flyer, there is a distinctly autumnal feel to 

the weather and, in this past week, we have been subject to some deluges when the 
heavens have opened.  Unfortunately, some these downpours happended whenthe 

children were out playing and those children without coats were soaked!  Please 
remember that every child should bring a coat with a hood to school each day 
now that the autumnal weather is upon us.  The temperature is dropping and we 

do want to ensure the chidren are suitable warm and kept dry at playtimes and 
lunchtimes. 

 
Hair  
We may not be living with ‘lockdown hair’ anymore but there are a number of children 

in the school who have lovely, long locks!  May I remind parents/carers that all long 
hair should be tied back with plain hair bands and clips.  This is not just for smartness 

but also for safety reasons to ensure their hair does not get caught or tangled up. 
 

I have also noticed a number of large colourful hair accessories creeping in to school.  
The children are  are not permitted to wear large colourful bows (e.g. ‘JoJo’ bows’) or 
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clip-in plaits or hair extensions.  Hair clips and bows should be small and in keeping 

with St. James’ colours.  If your child is wearing an inappropriate hair accessory, they 
will be asked to remove it and put in their bag to go home with them. 
 

New Classroom 
We are very excited that the ground work for the construction of the new classroom will 

begin on Monday and construction work will continue throughout October.  The 
classroom will be for our Reception children and will be located at the top of the field, 
with level access from the playground.  The funding for the project is from a generous 

legacy by Mrs Marigold Allen, a former resident of Hardham.   
 

The contractors will require easy access in and out of the school gate while the 
classroom is being built.  It is therefore very important that parents do not drive up to 
the school gates at any time of day whilst the contractors are on site. Please see the 

information sheet at the end of the Friday Flyer for more details. 
 

Sports Afternoon 
It was lovely to welcome so many of you to the extra Sports Afternoon that was held in 
September.  The weather was beautiful and the children clearly enjoyed themselves a 

huge amount.  Thank you to Mrs Holt and Joe from 1:1 Coaching who organised the 
event so well. We are already looking forward to our usual Sports Day in the summer 

term after this little taster! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Flu Vaccinations  

Flu vaccinations will take place on Thursday 9th December.  Please look out for the 
on-line consent form that will be emailed to parents/carers shortly. 
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Individual School Photographs  

Please note the date for the individual school photos has been changed to Thursday 
18th November due to a clash with Children in Need Day. 

 
As the term progresses, we have a number of class trips happening – it is such a 
delight to be able to take the children out again, visiting places and attending events 

that enrich their educational experience.  Keep an eye on the Diary Dates below for any 
new additions to it and we will ensure that you receive more details when needed.  I 

look forward to being able to give you more happy news in the next Friday Flyer; in the 
meantime, have a lovely weekend and I will look forward to seeing you all next week! 

 
Kind regards, 

 
Mrs L Martin 
Executive Headteacher, Arun Villages Federation 

 
Important Dates for your diary:   

 
 

Monday 11th October 2021 Jaguars – Drumming Poets Workshop at 
Petworth Park.  See letter dated 
30.09.2021 for full details. 

Thursday 14th October 2021 Year 6 Interfaith Workshop – see letter 
dated 06.10.2021 for full details. 

Tuesday 19th October 2021 Parent Drop In – parents are invited to 
drop into the classroom from 2.45pm to 

look at their children’s books and the 
classroom displays. 

Friday 22nd October 2021 Elephants trip to Bignor Roman Villa – 
see today’s letter for more details.  A 

packed lunch will be required on this 
day (please do not order a hot 
Chartwells lunch) 

Monday 25th October to 
Friday 29th October 2021 

Half term  

Friday 5th November 2021 Elephants’ Class Assembly – 9.00am 

Monday 8th November and 

Tuesday 9th November 2021 

Parent Consultations 

 
More details to follow regarding times 

and booking. 

Friday 18th November 2021 Individual School Photographs 

Friday 19th November 2021 Children in Need Day – further details 
to follow 

Friday 3rd December 2021 Rhinos’ Class Assembly – 9.00am 

Monday 13th December 2021 Nativity Dress Rehearsal – time TBC 

Tuesday 14th and 
Wednesday 15th December 

2021 

Nativity Performances by Reception, 
Years 1 and 2 – times tbc  

 

Thursday 16th December 

2021 

Chartwells Christmas Lunch and “Wear 

Something Festive” Day 

Friday 17th December 2021 Term ends  
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Tuesday 4th January 2022 Inset Day – school closed to all children  

Wednesday 5th January 2022 Start of Spring term  
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