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Friday Flyer – Friday 10th July 2026 

 
Dear Parents and carers, 

 
What an incredible couple of weeks we’ve had! We must start by thanking our wonderful children 

for their hard work and enthusiasm. From the highs of Sports Day, the spectacular Peter Pan 
production and the thrilling circus workshop, to the fantastic Jaguar Class residential trip, your 
resilience and joy have truly shined. 

 
A special thank you also goes to our dedicated staff for their unwavering passion, commitment, 

and drive throughout the year. Finally, we must thank you, our parents and families, for your 
continuous support and for fostering such a wonderful sense of community. We have loved 
welcoming you to all the recent events and look forward to seeing you all at the FOSJ Summer 

Social (more details below). 
 

Please catch up with pictures from the events of the past couple of weeks below, and have 
a fabulous summer break, when we get there! 

 
Sports Day  
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What a fantastic Sports Day!  It was great to see all the children joining in and 
supporting each other.  They competed in sprint, bean bag, egg and spoon, relay, 

cross county and fancy-dress races and at the end of a long afternoon Arundel House 
won the coveted Sports Day Cup.  Thanks to all the parent and carers who came to 

watch and cheer the children on.  A special well done to all the brave adults and 
preschoolers who joined the parent and sibling races.   
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Peter Pan  
What a fabulous show!  Well done to all the 

Elephants and Jaguars (and Mrs North) for 
their fantastic performances.   
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Thank you to the Friends of St James’ who funded the Circus Skills Day on 
Wednesday.  It was a fantastic opportunity for all the children to experience a 

range of circus activities including plate spinning, hula-hooping, diabolos and flower 
sticks. The day culminated in a showcase of their newly acquired skills on the field, 

under the trees. 
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Jaguars Sleep Over  
The Jaguars Sleepover has been a great success, starting with a brilliant day at 

Lodge Hill yesterday before returning to school for pizza and evening activities.  
Today they are bowling and enjoying lunch at Smith and Western in Chichester.  

Unfortunately, they have been having so much fun we haven’t got any photos to 
share at this time. Rest assured we will share them on Dojo as soon as possible.  

 
Friends of St James’ Summer Social – 17th July 2026 

The Friends of St James’ (FOSJ) are organising a Summer Social after school next Friday. 

They would be very grateful for 
donations of prizes for the stalls 

and games, such as bottles of 
alcohol, sweets, chocolates, or 
new and unused small toys.  

They are also looking for 
volunteers to help the 

afternoon run smoothly. If you 
are able to spare some time, 
your support would be greatly 

appreciated. 
 

As we reach the end of the academic year we extend our heartfelt thanks to FOSJ. For a 
school of our size, our Friends are a true superpower! They have tirelessly fundraised and 
provided financial support for whole school trips and experiences, not to mention providing 

our beautiful outdoor classroom. The impact for all of our children is substantial and we are 
very lucky to have you – so thanks again. 

Even if you are unable to volunteer for the Summer Social, please come along next Friday 
and support the event. We look forward to seeing you there and helping to make the our 
end of term gathering a great success. 

Love Parks Week  

Love Parks Week is returning this summer holidays, offering a range of free and low-cost 
activities for children across the district.  Love Parks Week, is a celebration of our 
wonderful parks and green spaces. 

 
From Monday 27 July to Friday 31 July, Horsham District Council will be hosting an exciting 

programme of activities including theatre, sports, arts and crafts and much more.  There's 
something for everyone.  To find out where we'll be and what's happening throughout the 
week, please visit https://www.horsham.gov.uk/parks-and.../love-parks-week. 

  

West Sussex Libraries Summer Reading Challenge  
Just a reminder about the summer reading 

challenge, full details can be found here. If 
your child finishes the challenge, please 

encourage them to bring their certificate to 
school in September so we can celebrate their 
success and award Dojos.  

 
Family Grapevine  

The Family Grapevine is an online magazine with articles about local activities for children.  
Click on this link to read https://thefamilygrapevine.co.uk/west-sussex/magazine/summer-
2026/ 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.horsham.gov.uk%2Fparks-and-countryside%2Flove-parks-week%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwMGVRaUFhaFVNb1NXWmZ4enNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ZHme67X2EaNU7y-7CGSfyEa0_JDvccFLhAXDPbANJXMqnXYPcoXpT95CLUQ_aem_gMTHUgnZIDWmeF9ScBzLng&h=AUDvfcbCpZh4XVOQmngKr8HmPzeIPB7VVajRGR1KGM23ACqN121B1yJ49eQWzCKd5zEA_zk23wSfVxLpNQwL4H_eFpMY65EJbhMNIxsNCbfh0A9uS5PjYlGpPK5g0gCLWnOGDuXhBUqQZ-Hb&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUCDeF4eAgYK2PmQfRIZ0eJTFq8-F3BT7gKjilzRQsEd6EkIfjO6y1KvkPNSSxCS0qqp3T0vWvXz2asdWxdBYVU9rRyW2XAzJ3NJow2HeI-L3qlB9K08vEJx4JYwj6lqqN_m688j4m59dI3Af9eQWrnawAF_Fs2IhvcPbMfP1EZI1lzVjPcWBHMeaChCKgaSS3yb6gBK-Ibif-69PGMjBcmMpA
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://thefamilygrapevine.co.uk/west-sussex/magazine/summer-2026/
https://thefamilygrapevine.co.uk/west-sussex/magazine/summer-2026/
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Great British Summer Savings  
The Government has launched the Great British Summer 
Savings Campaign as part of their effort to ease financial 
pressure on families.  As part of this campaign there is a 
website which allows parents to search for venues who 
are offering reduced process.  Please click on this link for 
more information. https://summersavings.gov.uk.  
Free Mental Health Webinar Recordings from The Charlie Waller Trust  
The Charlie Waller Trust hosts webinars to support adults who may be caring for children 

with mental health difficulties.   The link below goes to a page that allows parents to sign 
up for future webinars and watch recordings of previous webinars on topics such as 

confidence, sleep and navigating the first term at secondary school.  
https://charliewaller.org/mental-health-training-support/mental-health-webinars 
 

 
Brass Taster Sessions  

We are pleased to offer free brass instrument taster sessions for any child in 
years 2 to 5 who might be interested in learning a brass instrument in the 
next academic year.  The taster session and future lessons will be with Chole 

Harvey, who has been our regular music teacher at St James’ for the last two 
years. Taster sessions are available for the following instruments: cornet, 

trumpet, tenor horn, baritone horn and trombone.  If you would like your child 
to have a taster session, please email the office to advise by Friday 10th July.  

More information can be found here: https://www.westsussexmusic.co.uk/music-lessons/.  
There is a bursary available for pupils receiving benefits-related free school meals.  

https://www.westsussexmusic.co.uk/bursary/ 
 

Crayola Art Equipment  
This lovely bundle of art equipment has been donated to our school 

by Crayola – thank you to Mr and Mrs Rumble who arranged for St 
James’ to receive this free pack.   
 

Young Arts Exhibition – 15th to 18th July 2026 
Art by the Jaguars will be exhibited at the Pop Up 26 Young Arts 

Exhibition from 15th to 18th July at Fittleworth Village Hall.  There will 
also be work on show from other schools in the area.  
 

Thank you for all your support throughout this academic year. We 
wish you a wonderful summer holiday and look forward to 

welcoming all the children back to school on Wednesday 2nd 
September. 
 

With best wishes,  
 

 
 
 

Mrs N Douse 
Senior Teacher 

 
 

https://summersavings.gov.uk/
https://charliewaller.org/mental-health-training-support/mental-health-webinars
https://www.westsussexmusic.co.uk/music-lessons/
https://www.westsussexmusic.co.uk/bursary/
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Dates for the Diary  
 

Monday 13th July 2026 Whole school transition morning – children will spend time 
with their new teachers with Year 6 helping the younger 

pupils 

Tuesday 14th July 2026 Brass Taster Sessions – please email the office if your child 

is interested in trying a brass instrument.  Years 2-5.  

Wednesday 15th July 2026 Penguins and Rhinos Trip to Amberley Museum – Please see 

our letter dated 19th June 2026 for full details.  

Thursday 16th July and 

Friday 17th July 2026 

Bikeability Training for Year 6.  

Thursday 16th July Year 6 Leavers’ Service at St Giles Church 2pm.  Parents 

and families of Year 6 are welcome to attend.  

Friday 17th July 2026 FOSJ Summer Social from 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

Monday 20th July 2026 Last day of term for children 

Tuesday 21st July and 

Wednesday 22nd July 2026 

Inset Day – school closed to children  

  

Tuesday 1st September 
2026 

Inset Day – school closed to children 

Wednesday 2nd September 
2026 

First Day of the Autumn Term for pupils in Years 1 – 6. 

Thursday 3rd September 
2026 

First day for new reception children 8.45am until 12.00pm.  

Friday 4th September 2026 Second day for reception children 8.45am until 1.00pm.  

Wednesday 9th September 

2026 

Year 5 and 6 Football at Dorset House – Please see our 

letter dated 7th July for full details.   

Friday 18th September 2026 Flu Vaccinations – nasal spray.  Further details to follow.  

Wednesday 30th September 
2026 

Year 6 Experience Day at MRC.  Further details to follow.  

Thursday 15th and Friday 
16th October 2026 

Year 6 (current year 5) Bikeability – please see our letter 
dated 03/07/2026 for full details  
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