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Enabling every child to thrive and succeed
Friday Flyer - 11th February 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
What a beautiful day it is as I write this introduction to the
Friday Flyer! The sun is shining, it is slightly warmer and
there is definitely a feeling that Spring is in the air. I have
spied snowdrops in my garden and also can see the daffodils
beginning to push through the surface to come out and be
cheerful for us! As we move into the final week of the halfterm, I hope this peek at spring will encourage us all to reflect
on new beginnings and the start of new and positive times.
Covid-19 Outbreak Management Update
It has been a difficult few months with the spectre of Covid-19 continuing to hang over
us, both in our personal and professional lives. At present, the school is having to remain
in outbreak management to the end of the half-term due to the incubation period of the
virus. The children have yet again been amazing in their resilience with this and, as a
staff team, we are all hugely proud of them and their ability to adapt. Learning has
continued efficiently which you will be able to see in the snippets below.
As ever, please do accept my thanks and gratitude for the way in
which you have continued to support the school with mitigating
measures and flexibility with staff shortages; I am very grateful for
this as I know that it can be difficult for parents/carers to understand
why we have to put certain measures in place. I appreciate the trust
that you have in the school to be able to make professional decisions
based on statutory guidance and advice given to us.
I will be honest and say that it has been a challenge to be able to
ensure the whole school remained open this half-term but we have succeeded! This is
down to the flexibility and hard work of all the staff at the school – they have worked
extra hours, been gracious in taking on roles that are not usually their own and have
always been mindful that the children are at the centre of all that we do. I am incredibly
grateful and proud to work with such fantastic colleagues. I would also like to extend my
thanks to Matt and Joe at 1:1 PE Coaching who have come into school to undertake extra
cover – the children adore Matt and Joe so I think they have seen their extra sessions as
wonderful treats!
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During half-term, Boris Johnson will present the government’s ‘Living With Covid’ strategy
and we are on the understanding that the last domestic restrictions, including the legal
duty for cases to self-isolate, may be lifted. Following this, I am certain that the DfE will
instruct schools as to how we will be expected to continue and begin to live with Covid.
Once I have knowledge of this, I will communicate with the whole school community
about any guidance you need to be aware of.
Children’s Mental Health Week
This past week has been Children's Mental Health Week and this
year’s theme was ‘Growing Together’.
Growing Together is about growing emotionally and finding ways
to help each other grow. Challenges and setbacks can help us to
grow and adapt. Trying new things can also help us to move
beyond our comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and
potential.
Classes used assembly resources from Place2Be’s website during the week to highlight
the importance of mental health and to consider how the challenges they have been
facing throughout the pandemic have affected them but how they can grow through that.
For any child in need of support, whether that be a little help to get back on track or for
those in crisis, the Your Mind Matters website www.westsussex.gov.uk/YourMindMatters
has helpful advice, resources and local organisations to help you support your child.
Record of Success Certificates
Congratulations to Sammy, Caroline, Minnie and Barnaby who have recently earned their
medals and certificates for 50 stickers. We are very much looking forward to being able
to share the children’s success in whole-school Collective Worship following half-term.
Collective Worship is a highlight of my week and I do miss being able to see the children
at these times.

Quiet Games for Playtimes
We are very grateful to Rex’s family who have given the
school this great selection of games for playtimes and
lunchtimes. For some children, physical games such as
football or basketball on the playground are not what they
would like to take part in; in response to this, Mrs Brownbill
along with other members of staff are developing a ‘Quiet
Area’ on the playground to provide a space for alternative
activities. Once we are released from outbreak management,
these games will be available for the children to play outside
at break and lunchtimes. Thank you again to the Milands!
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Penguins Outdoor Learning
Penguins have been continuing to explore the school grounds from their classroom with
Forest School continuing on a Thursday afternoon. During this time, Penguins have been
thinking about the types of places that would make a good habitat for their mini penguins.

News from the Jaguars
As part of their Science learning about different materials including reversible and
irreversible changes, Jaguars had an explosive time this week making their own papiermâché volcanoes and then experimenting with different amounts of baking powder,
vinegar, washing up liquid and food colouring to make the perfect chemical reaction.

"The eruption took a while to get started but then it was very foamy and looked
awesome!" Charlie
"Our volcano erupted really quick because we added extra baking soda. After a while,
the lava flow slowed down" Eden
"So, the extra vinegar made it less foamy and more smooth and the eruption was really
fast and lasted 10 minutes ... it could still be going off!" Oliver R
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Working Party for Families
As spring approaches, the school grounds are in need of a tidy up. We
would like to invite parents, children and members of the community
to a grounds working party on Saturday 5th March from 9.30 and to
11.30am. Please bring tools, wheelbarrows, gardening gloves and
dress appropriately for the weather.
Chartwells Holiday Return Menu
At the end of the Friday Flyer you will see the Chartwells menu for Monday 28th February
and Tuesday 29th February. The menu is reduced for these 2 days as Chartwells are
unable to deliver a full menu while school is closed for half term. If your child usually
has a hot lunch but is not willing to eat the food shown on the menu, please
provide them with a packed lunch on these days. From Wednesday 1st March, the
menu will return to normal.
I do hope that you are all looking forward to the half-term and that you will be able to
enjoy the time with family and friends. Some rest and relaxation is certainly needed and
I wish you all the best for the week’s holiday and will look forward to welcoming the
children back following the break.
Kind regards,

Mrs Lizzie Martin
Executive Headteacher, Arun Villages Federation
Monday 28th February 2022
Monday 21st February to Friday
25th February 2022
Thursday 3rd March 2022

Saturday 5th March 2022
Friday 8th April 2022

Year 3 and 4 Swimming lesson with
MXT Swimming School – please see
our email dated 11th February
Half Term
World Book Day – all the children are
invited to come to school dressed as
a character from their favourite
book.
School grounds working party.
9.30am to 11.30am
Last day of the Spring Term

Monday 11th April to Friday
22nd April 2022

Easter Holidays

Monday 25th April 2022
Monday 2nd May 2022

Summer Term starts
Bank holiday – School closed to all
children
INSET Day – School closed to all
children

Tuesday 3rd May 2022
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Message from West Sussex County Council Regarding Electric Scooters
In recent months, it has been brought to our attention that there is an increasing number of
individuals riding e-scooters on the public highway, pavements and in public open spaces, often
causing a nuisance to other road and pavement users.
E-scooters are a relatively new mode of transport and as such the Government is trialling various
schemes and developing the guidance around their safe use. However, (at the time of writing this
letter) many are still unaware e-scooters are classed as ‘Personal Light Electric Vehicles’ (PLEVs),
which means they are treated as motor vehicles and subject to the same legal requirements such as:











Driving licence
Insurance
Number plates
Lighting
Brakes
Type approval
Road tax
Crash helmets etc.

Without these, e-scooters cannot be used legally on the road and certainly not until legislation has
been put in place. In no circumstances is it legal to ride on an e-scooter with a passenger(s) and is
considered extremely dangerous. The illegal use of an e-scooter, on the public highway or
pavement, is considered a criminal offence and can potentially bring about criminal proceedings.
The Government is currently trialling the use of approved rental e-scooters as environmentally
friendly modes of transport in some specific locations in the UK (find out more
here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/e-scooter-trials-guidance-for-users).
Only approved rental e-scooters may be used in the Government-led trial areas, in line with
specific terms of use. For the rest of the country, under current law, e-scooters can only be used on
private land.
The police are obliged to take action against anyone who is caught repeatedly using an e-scooter
illegally or in a way that causes a nuisance to others. In these circumstances, the police have the
power to seize the e-scooter under Section 59 of the Police Reform Act/165 of the Road Traffic Act.
There will be more and more police presence in the coming weeks and months specifically targeting
e-scooter users in West Sussex.
For further detailed information regarding e-scooters please visit GOV.UK:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/powered-transporters/information-sheet-guidance-onpowered-transporters
County Road Safety Team
West Sussex County Council
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