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Learn, Discover, Achieve
Friday Flyer - 21st May 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
Well, here are we coming up to the last week of the halfterm; it has flown by and there have been lots of
exciting and fun things taking place within the school.
We have seen restrictions begin to ease around us and
life is starting to feel a little bit more like normal. The
children have continued to work incredibly hard and we
are very proud of them. I think they are just beginning
to tire a little now and will be ready for a well-deserved
break come next Friday (I think the staff will be too!)
Covid-19 Guidelines
As Mrs Gibson mentioned in her letter that you received this week, with the easing of
restrictions, it has been lovely to begin to venture out to see family and friends that we
perhaps haven’t seen for some time. At present, we have not been informed of any
significant changes to the guidelines that we are expected to work to in school. However,
there will be some small changes to the way we are setting up lunch and playtimes
following the May half-term; I will let you know about these once arrangements are
finalised.
New experiences in Ash
Ash Class tried dates this week as part of their learning about Islam, Ramadan and Eidul-fitr. The class talked about how they looked, felt and tasted. As you can see from the
photos, there were mixed reactions - many of the children were not keen to eat them but
they were all brave and had a try. Perhaps they are an acquired taste!
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As part of the topic ‘Yellow’, Ash Class have thoroughly enjoyed learning all about bees.
They’ve learnt all about what type of animal they are, how they make honey and just
how important they are to all of our lives. With it being World Bee Day on Thursday
20th May, it was a good time to be learning about this. Here are a few photographs
showing some of the bee activities the children took part in and the amazing art work
they created.

Celebrating Success!
In the last Friday Flyer, I realised that we didn’t have any pictures of our superstars in
Ash Class! The children of Ash Class earn Dojo points for their excellent work and
behaviour at school. The children who have earned fifty Dojos received a certificate this
week to recognise their achievement - well done to them all!

However, it wasn’t just our youngest
class earning certificates; Mrs Douse
was happily able to congratulate a
member of her class as he received his
medal and certificate for fifty stickers on
his Record of Success sticker chart.
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Friends of St James’ (FOSJ) Meeting – Friday 11th June 2021 9.00am
We have been delighted with the response from parents and carers
to the invitation to become an active part of FOSJ. There is going to
be an EGM Meeting on Friday 11th June to which all parents/carers
are invited. At the meeting, there will be discussions to help shape
the future of FOSJ and share ideas for future school events and
fundraising. If you would like to attend, please let the Office know
you are coming; if any parents/carers would like to be part of the
FOSJ but are unable to attend the meeting, please contact the Office
to express your interest. We would welcome as many of you as
possible!
Whole Class Photos – 27th May 2021
The time has come for class photos to be taken on the morning of 27th May 2021. Please
ensure your child comes to school on this day wearing their full school uniform and a big
smile! A Googleform to obtain consent was sent to parents/carers this week; please
ensure this form is completed so that your child can be part of the school photo. This
extra consent is required due to recent changes to GDPR requirements for schools.
In case you have missed it – the link to the Googleform is below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1w_TwshTMLW5v6lCJQ7_jDno3DWjLslTe
Q9VsOxkEqIr26w/viewform?usp=sf_link
Young Voices – The Big Sing- Tuesday 15th June 2021
We are very excited to announce that all the children at St James’ will be taking part in
Young Voices – Big Sing on Tuesday 15th June. We will be learning Bill Wither’s classic
song “Lovely Day” and at 2pm we will be joining a live stream from the O2 Arena featuring
some big name singers. The event is an attempt to break the Guinness World Record
for the number of people joining a live sing-a-long and it is the flagship event of Children’s
Mental Health week.
Production News
We are hoping that the Elm and Yew summer production
will go ahead as usual this year, subject to the Government
roadmap out of lockdown following its current path. The
performances will be during the week of 12th to 16th July
and will take place, as usual, on the school field. “Go For
Gold” is an Olympic themed primary school production
filled with songs, action and fun as we follow the path of Suzie Swift, the British Athlete,
finding out what real Olympic spirit means. This week, the children have auditioned for
their roles. Mrs Douse was very impressed by their enthusiasm and confidence and will
let them know their parts soon.
Free Vision Tests for All Children
This week, we have circulated a letter to
reception parents to explain how to arrange
vision screening, as it is not possible for vision
checks to take place in school this year. We
thought that this seemed like a good opportunity
to remind ALL parents that children under the
age of 16 are entitled to free regular NHS sight
tests. More details are available by following this
link https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/eye-testsin-children/# I have worn glasses since I was six
years old and remember the impact it had on my
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life; my world view had all been a blur up to that point and suddenly I could see how
vividly sharp everything looked. Even if you have no concerns about your child’s eyesight,
do take them to be checked as I had never mentioned to my parents how the world
looked – I assumed we all saw like that! So, it is definitely worth a visit just to make
sure all is well.
All that remains for me to say is to have a lovely half-term when it arrives and I trust
that you will have a fantastic week of rest and relaxation. We look forward to seeing all
the children back for the final half-term of the year!
Kind regards,

Mrs L Martin
Head of School
Important Dates for your diary:
Thursday 27th May 2021
Friday 28th May 2021
Monday 31st May to Friday
4th June 2021
Monday 7th June 2021
Friday 11th June 2021
Tuesday 15th June 2021
Week of Monday 12th July
2001
Friday 23rd July 2021

Whole Class Photographs
Visit from the Fire Brigade – all
classes
Half Term
All children return to school after half
term
9.00am FOSJ Meeting. All parents
and carers welcome.
Young Voices – Big Sing
School Production – performances to
parents will be subject to
Government guidance applicable at
the time.
Last day of term
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