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Learn, Discover, Achieve
Friday Flyer – 25th January 2019

Changes in Senior Management Roles
I am delighted to inform parents that Mrs Kirby has been appointed to fill the vacant
senior leadership role at the school for the Spring term following the departure of Mrs
Saunders. Mrs Kirby will be responsible for decision making in the absence of the
Head Teacher as well as being the first port of call for parents and staff.
Yew Class Launch into their Space Topic
Last week Yew Class visited Chichester Planetarium as
part of their topic on Space. The class learnt about what
life is like on the International Space Station and how the
vessel moves through our solar system. Through an
amazing talk by one of the space authorities of the
planetarium, the children learnt about how far away the
planets are and how long the seasons last on
Neptune….about 140 years just for one summer!
Millie and Ellie said “We learnt so much fascinating stuff about the planets and the
stars! The best bit about it was the Dome display of all the star constellations. It was
very fun but I was a bit scared, it was soooo dark that I had to hold my best friend’s
hand!”
It was a great experience and the class highly recommend it as an educational and
fun place of interest.
Children’s Concert at Chichester Festival Theatre
The children in Yew and Elm classes enjoyed their trip
to Chichester Festival Theatre last week.
They
experienced an hour of wonderful music that included
Tchaikovsky, Rameau and Offenbach.
“We especially liked the story called the ‘Theatre
Ghost’, the trumpet music and the cello. The trombone
made a funny noise”. Grace and Eden (Year 3)
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Year 3 and 4 Trip to Lodge Hill
The Year 3 and 4 children were lucky to be invited to Lodge Hill to test a new tree
based nature trail. Afterwards the children looked for bugs in the new bug
hotel. Millipedes and spiders were found, amongst other creatures. Thank you to
Lodge Hill for inviting the children to visit.

“I really liked finding the trees. The trees had numbers and we had a map to locate
them and we had to find out what each tree was,” explained Barnaby.
Parent’s Forum – Tuesday 12th February 2019 at 2.30pm
Please come along to the Parent’s Discussion Forum led by Mrs Edwards and Mrs
North. This is an opportunity to support each other and learn from the experience of
other parents. Tea and biscuits will be provided.
Chuckleberries Ofsted Result
Congratulations to Chuckleberries who received a “Good” rating in their
recent OfSted inspection. A letter from Jo Kent summarising the report
can be found at the end of this flyer.
World Book Day 7th March 2019
We are excited that local author, Philip Beiken will be visiting St James’ to talk about
his new book “The Ghosteelers” that will be released on World Book Day. Further
details can be found on his website at www.philipbeiken.com; there will be an
opportunity for signed copies of the book to be purchased nearer the time.
Request for Parent Helpers
Elm Class will be visiting Wakehurst Place on Friday 22nd March. Whilst the majority
of the children will be able to travel to Wakehurst on the minibus, there is a need for
an additional two cars to help transport the children. Please let the office know if you
are able to transport a group of children and stay to help on this day.
Volunteer Minibus Drivers Needed
Please let the office know if you would like to be trained to drive the minibus. Drivers
will need a full, clean driving licence and should be able to attend a one day training
course.

Guitar Lessons
Unfortunately, insufficient numbers of children have led to the
suspension of guitar lessons at St James’. If your child would like to
learn the guitar, please email Rupert Horne at info@guitarclubs.co.uk
or inform the school office. Lessons take place in small groups of 2-4
children and cost £8 each week on Wednesday afternoons during
school hours. As well as learning how to play pop, rock, blues,
classical and world music, the children learn how to read music and
tablature and how to sight read.
Yours sincerely
Mr J Gilbert
Head Teacher
Important Dates for your diary:
(Please be aware that some dates have been added or amended).
Mon
Fri
Thurs
Tue
Fri
Mon to Fri
Mon

28/01/2019
01/02/2019
07/02/2019
12/02/2019
15/02/2019
18/02/2019 to
22/02/2019
25/02/2019

Tue

26/02/2019

Thurs

28/02/2019

Wed

07/03/2019

Fri

08/03/2019

Fri
Thurs
Fri

15/03/2019
21/03/2019
22/03/2019

Thurs

28/03/2019

Fri

29/03/2019

Mon to Fri

01/04/2019 to
05/04/2019
05/04/2019
05/04/2019
23/04/2019

Fri
Fri
Tue

3.15pm Year 6 SATs meeting
Choir to O2 for Young Voices concert
Spirit FM to visit St James’
Year 3 All Sing at MRC (am)
Yew Class Worship 9.00am
Half term
Year 5 Swimming starts
(every Monday for 10 sessions)
Parent Consultation Evening
3.30pm to 7.00pm
Year 5 Forest School begins
(every Thursday during this half of term)
World Book Day at St James’ - please note
revised date. This will not be a joint day
with Amberley School
Elm Class Worship 9.00am – please note
revised date
Ash Class Worship 9.00am
Joint Activity Day
Elm Class to visit Wakehurst Place
(provisional booking made)
Rother Valley Dance Festival for KS2 Dance
Club. Rehearsals during the day.
Performance 7.00pm
Mother’s Day Service at St Giles’ Church.
2.00pm – please note revised time
Year 6 Bikeability at Amberley School
Easter Service at St Giles’ Church. 9.00am
Term ends
Summer term starts

Dear Parents and Carers,
I write to you with news of the outcomes from our recent Ofsted inspection which took place on
Monday 10th December 2018.

We were thrilled with the overall judgement of GOOD with regard to:
Effectiveness of leadership and management
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment
Personal development, behaviour and welfare
Outcomes for children
and we were especially pleased with so many incredibly positive comments which included:
"The manager and staff know children well. They have a secure understanding of their
individual needs. Children are happy and enjoy their time at the setting”
“The environment is organised well and enables children to explore independently and
choose from a variety of activities. Children enjoy learning and make good progress.”
“Partnerships with parents are effective. The manager and staff work hard to ensure that
communication systems suit the needs of all parents so that they are able to be fully
involved in their children’s learning.”
“The manager and staff strive to improve. They understand the importance of continuously
evaluating their practice”.
“Children have good opportunities to be physically active.”
“Children enjoy learning and have excellent opportunities to use their imaginations which
staff extend well.”
“Children behave well and have a good understanding of what is expected of them, staff
are excellent role models.”
Children play well with and along side each other. They have secure friendships and show
care and consideration towards each other.”
As a pre-school we are not complacent and we are always trying to improve.
This is our first Ofsted inspection since being situated at St James’ Primary School in Coldwaltham
and I firmly believe that a GOOD judgement and the full report, which can be found now on the Ofsted
website (www.ofsted.gov.uk) enter our registration number (EY501781), is vindication of the
incredible hard work and professionalism of all the staff, the achievement and behaviour of the
children and the support of you as parents and carers.
As a little pre-school community, we should be very proud of our fine setting and it goes without
saying that we will continue to strive to provide the best outcomes for young children we possibly can.
Yours sincerely,
Jo Kent

Chuckleberries Supervisor

