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Learn, Discover, Achieve
Friday Flyer - 26th March 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
Unbelievably, we are now a week away from the end of term
and Easter is nearly upon us. Since the return to school on 8th
March, it has been fantastic to come back together as a school
community. The children have adapted back to school life very
well and are enjoying playing and learning together. As the
weather has started to improve, it has been lovely to be able
to use the fields and see the children have space to run,
explore and build up their physical stamina!
We are grateful for your support of the arrangements that have been in place and the
way that you have responded to requests from the school. Thank you for the way that
you have helped to enable the children to settle back into school life. We are looking
forward to the Summer term very much and I hope to be able to begin to implement
changes to arrangements, in line with government guidance, that will allow the school
to further return to a more familiar pattern following the holidays. More details will
follow as and when I am able to let you know.
COVID News
Please read the letter dated 25/03/2021 from West Sussex County Council
which give details of the testing programme for families of school age
children. This letter can be found here on our website but has also
been sent out separately by the office.
The letter explains that parents and carers are able to apply for their
own supply of lateral flow tests for twice weekly testing. It only takes
minutes to order these tests on-line. Whilst this testing is voluntary, we
would urge all parents to take up this offer and test themselves twice a week to check if
they have asymptomatic COVID19. We stongly feel that, as restrictions are lifted and
families socialise more, this is a very helpful way of protecting our school community
from the virus.
Please read the letter carefully as it also contains information about when a lateral flow
test is appropriate and when a PCR test should be obtained.

Church Lane

Coldwaltham

Pulborough

West Sussex

RH20 1LW

Attendance
It was inevitable that with the partial closure of schools, learning was going to be
affected; this is reflected in the way that the government has had to make significant
adjustments to the way in which all pupils and students are assessed at the end of the
school year.
At St James’, we are working very hard to assess the gaps in the children’s learning in
order to be able to ensure that the teaching and learning in class addresses these.
Teachers are planning carefully thought out sequences of learning and implementing
specific interventions to enable our children to make rapid progress.
In order for this important assessment to take place and rapid progress to be made, it
is essential that children attend school every day, arriving on time and missing as little
time in class as possible. From 8th March, attendance became mandatory once more
with statutory requirements now back in place.
As per our Attendance and Punctuality Policy, please can parents/carers try to arrange
medical and dental appointments outside of the school day or in holidays where
possible. If it is not possible for appointments to be made outside of school time,
please try to arrange the appointment so the children are only absent during the
morning or afternoon session. If an appointment takes place in the middle of the
school day, please collect your child from school before the appointment and return
them afterwards.
Parents/carers should also be aware that lateness has a significant impact on children’s
learning. The start of a school day is very important; children are able to settle into
class together, discuss any concerns or worries they may have before learning starts
and feel prepared as a collective cohort. If children miss this important time, it can
cause anxiety and have a impact on their learning. Please ensure your children arrive at
school on time, so they are prepared to start the school day with their classmates. It is
also important to note that, if children arrive after registers close, it is recorded as ‘late’
and persistent lateness is subject to the same process as persistent absence.
As a school, we are keen to promote and encourage good attendance and punctuality.
If you feel that you are having difficulties with either of these, please do raise this this
with your child’s class teacher and we can work together to help and support you.
School Council
During the past week, all the classes in the school have been running elections to vote
for children to represent each year group on the School Council. The council is a great
way for the children to be actively involved in developing ideas that contribute to the
wider improvement of the school. Councillors will be responsible for collecting the
views and opinions of children in their classes then bringing them to School Council
meetings to discuss. They will then lead initiatives that will enhance the life of the
school as a whole based on the children’s
ideas. We were all very impressed with
the effort made by all children on their
presentations and congratulate the elected
children warmly. I look forward to our first
meeting on Monday and to creating a
strong working relationship with them.
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Elm Class Rainforest Dioramas
An amazing level of care and skill went into creating these fantastic rainforest scenes
that were created by Elm Class as part of their “Treemendous Rainforest” topic. There
are anacondas, cheetahs, capybara and toucans all living in these beautifully created
environments.

Parking Reminders
During the past two weeks, we have unfortunately received a number of phone calls
and emails from residents of Arun Vale regarding the way in which parents/carers are
parking at school drop-off and pick-up times. Whilst I appreciate that these times are
busy for parents/carers and it can be easy to forget to check the way in which cars are
parked, please may I remind you of the note sent in the previous Friday Flyer:
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‘When parking on residential roads in the vicinity of the school, please remember to
adhere to road markings such as double yellow lines. Please park in a way that would
ensure clear access for service or emergency vehicles. Also, please park so that
pavements remain clear for pedestrians, including wheelchair users or parents/carers
with prams/buggies.’
The school works very hard with the residents and Parish Council to reassure them that
our parents/carers will be considerate and courteous when they are parking. Please
can I urge you to be respectful of road regulations and to think about the needs of the
wider community when you are parking in order for us all to maintain good
relationships and live together in a cooperative and collaborative manner.
Parking on residential roads is not the direct responsibility of the school as they are
public highways. Do be mindful that incidences of illegal parking can be reported by
residents to Sussex Police via their website which I am sure you are, of course, very
keen to avoid! Thank you for your support and cooperation with this matter.
Lockdown Policy
This policy is not in relation to the Covid-19 pandemic – unfortunately there is a
crossover of the use of the word which could cause confusion! The Lockdown Policy
that is being referred to is part of the security arrangements of the school.
The school site is a secure and safe environment, meeting with statutory requirements
in order to protect children and staff. However, every school also has a Lockdown
Policy which is an extra layer of security in the unlikely event of an intruder accessing
the school site.
We have updated our Lockdown Policy and it will be available to read on the school’s
website from Monday. The procedures within it will be discussed sensitively with the
children so that they understand what the expectations would be should an incident
occur. Very much like when we explain the emergency procedures in the event of a
fire, these procedures will be presented in a similar manner so that children are not
unduly frightened or made anxious.
Red Nose Day - Friday 19th March 2021
Thank you to everyone who made donations to Red Nose Day using
Parentpay. We raised the amazing sum of £80.50.

We are looking forward to the final week of school but I think that we are also all
looking forward to the coming holidays. With the easing of some restrictions from 29th
March, I know that I am personally looking forward to being able to meet with friends
who I have not seen for a very long time and to be able to have my nails done again
(very vain, I know!) With these positive thoughts at the front of my mind, I wish you
all a very happy Easter and hope that the holidays bring you much happiness and joy
as you spend time with each other doing greatly-missed activities with greatly-missed
people.
Kind regards,

Mrs L Martin
Head of School
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Important Dates for your diary:
Thursday 1st April 2021

Term Ends

Monday 19th April 2021
Tuesday 20th April 2021
Monday 31st May to Friday
4th June 2021
Friday 23rd July 2021

Inset Day
Children return to school
Half Term
Last day of term
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