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Learn, Discover, Achieve
Friday Flyer - 26th November 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
It seems unbelievable that we are very close to the start of December; time is flying by
and the school has been a busy and active place over the past few weeks. There is some
lovely news in this edition of the Friday Flyer so I hope that you enjoy reading about it
all.
Covid-19 Update
As many of you are aware, West Sussex is
experiencing particularly high rates of confirmed cases
of Covid-19. Many schools have had to implement
outbreak management plans (including our sister
school in the federation, Amberley) and, in some
cases, schools have had to close year groups to reduce
the risk of transmission.
At St. James, we are very fortunate to have had a
comparatively low number of confirmed positive cases
in the school – we are still in single figures which, in the current climate, is quite
remarkable! In order for this to remain the case, we will continue to stay vigilant and
follow the advice given to us by the DfE, UKHSA (UK Health Security Agency) and the
Local Authority (including their Health Protection Team).
I would like to thank you all for your support of the school and for responding so well to
the requests for PCR tests for either close contacts or symptomatic children. I am aware
that these tests are not pleasant for the children (indeed, they are not pleasant for
adults!) but they are essential for reducing transmission within the school.
I am aware that some parents/carers have raised concerns regarding the advice to have
their child PCR-tested. The national guidance clearly states that close contact PCR testing
is highly recommended but, for an asymptomatic close contact who is a child, undertaking
a PCR test is a voluntary choice made by the parent; the school cannot enforce this.
However, UKHSA and the Local Authority have emphasised to me that, should
parents/carers choose not to PCR test their children if they are identified as close contacts
in school, the community remains highly vulnerable to those children who may be
carrying the virus but remain asymptomatic, therefore increasing risk of transmission.

Church Lane

Coldwaltham

Pulborough

West Sussex

RH20 1LW

As we are provided with more information from the Local Authority regarding advice being
given by West Sussex Public Health about planned larger events that parents/carers
would usually attend at this time of year, we will ensure that we communicate what the
plans are for events at St. James’ as soon as possible.
Remembrance Day – 11th November 2021
On a crisp autumnal morning, children from Jaguar Class at St James' CE Primary School
joined representatives from Bury CE Primary and Dorset House School to share poems
and hymns as part of a Service of Remembrance at St John the Evangelist. It was a
pleasure to see so many members of the community join together in the churchyard to
sing and lay wreaths (some made by children from the participating schools). As the
eleventh hour arrived, the last post sounded and a respectful silence was upheld. We will
remember them.

Values Certificates
This week, certificates were awarded to Elena, Amelie, Indy and Florrie who have been
demonstrating the focus value of respect. Since the beginning of the school year, we
have focused on our five core school values of respect, kindness, positivity, honesty and
teamwork and it is a genuine pleasure to hear and see how the children have absorbed
the learning about them and are demonstrating them within and across the school.
Upholding St James’ Values Outside the School Gates
As mentioned above, kindness and respect are two core values that are regularly referred
to and demonstrated in school time. It is very much hoped and expected that these
values continue to be upheld by all the children when they arrive or leave school.
Occasionally, we hear of incidents on the lane, crossing the A29 and in the churchyard
that are not respectful or kind. We would urge all parents/carers to ensure that their
children behave well outside of the school gates and are supervised in an appropriate
manner. Please ensure that any children visiting or walking through the churchyard are
respectful and sensitive to the feelings of other members of the community who may be
visiting. Thank you for your support.
New Classroom
Today has been a very busy day in the school as it was officially Moving Day into the new
classroom! We are very grateful for the generosity of Mrs Marigold Allen for her generous
bequest which made the creation of the new classroom possible.
We are very excited that Penguins will use their new classroom from Monday 29th
November 2021. Jaguars will move from the Hall back to their usual classroom which I
think will be quite a relief for Mrs Douse and the children. We are very grateful to the
Jaguars for their temporary move to the Hall and the flexibility that they have shown with
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being based there. They are true ambassadors of our school values of positivity and
teamwork!
Christmas Crafts
In order to facilitate the moving of furniture and resources into the new classroom and
Jaguars’ classroom, we have had a Christmas Craft day in school. The children have
been organised in their house groups for the day and have taken part in a carousel of
Christmas Craft activities. The school has been full of festive music and happy faces,
with the children really enjoying being able to be with siblings and in a mixed-age
environment.

Bikeability Training
Year 6 have been very lucky to receive expert instruction in cycling safety this week.
Martin, the Bikeability instructor, took them through their paces on the playground on
Monday. We are very pleased that all who took part were skilled enough to venture onto
the roads of Arun Vale where they learned road safety skills such as negotiating junctions,
turning left and right and how to negotiate parked cars. It is hoped that this training will
help to make them safer cyclists in the future.
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Flu Vaccinations
Flu vaccinations will take place on Thursday 9th December. If you wish your child to
receive a vaccination, it is essential that you complete the on-line consent form that has
at was emailed to all parents and carers on 22nd October 2021. The online consent form
must be completed by 3rd December. Plese email the office if you wish it to be resent.
West Sussex Local Offer Newsletter
The Local Offer Newsletter has details of activities and support for families of children
with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). The newsletter can be read by
clicking on the following link. Interested parents may follow the instructions at the
bottom
to
subscribe
to
the
monthly
newsletter.
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWSCC/bulletins/2fbe96d
Individual School Photos
The order forms for school photographs have been sent home this week. Please order
on-line if you can, or orders by cash or cheque can be put in the Yellow letter box this
week. The closing date for orders is Tuesday 7th December. After this date, orders
can still be placed online but an additional delivery charge will be payable.
I look forward to sharing more news with you regarding festive activities and events
within school in the next Friday Flyer. In the meantime, have a very pleasant weekend
and we look forward to seeing the children on Monday.
Kind regards,

Mrs L Martin
Executive Headteacher, Arun Villages Federation

News from the Friends of St James’
We have had a great response so far from parents willing to volunteer to help with
the Christmas parties which is amazing so thank you! If you have not yet
volunteered and are able to please let us know via the class chats, or leave a
message with the school office for us. Once we have final numbers for each party
we will know how many volunteers we need for them.
Thank you for the donations of Christmas decorations we have received already 🎄
Remember that Tickets for the Christmas parties can be purchased on Parentpay.
Please ensure you add any allergies to the form on parentpay to enable us to
ensure your child’s snack pack doesn’t include anything they cannot have.
If anybody has disco lights (of any size or variety) that they would be willing to let
us borrow could you please let us know and bring them to school by the 1st
December so we can get them PAT tested.
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Important Dates for your diary:
Tuesday 30th November 2021

Tuesday 30th November 2021
Thursday 9th December 2021
Tuesday 14th and Wednesday
15th December 2021

Thursday 16th December 2021

Friday 17th December 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Wednesday 5th January 2022

Jaguars Trip to Chichester
Panetarium. Please see our letter
dated 12/11/2021. A packed lunch
will be required on this day. Please
cancel any hot lunch orders that
have already been made.
Rhinos Trip to Brighton Toy Museum.
Please see our letter dated
10/11/2021.
Flu Vaccinations by nasal spray for
all children. Please ensure the online
consent form is completed.
Nativity Performances by Reception,
Years 1 and 2 – 2.00pm. Details to
follow of audience attendance and
precautionary measures relating to
Covid-19.
Chartwells Christmas Lunch and
“Wear Something Festive” Day. This
will be a fun, festive lunchtime for
all. If your child is in Reception, Year
1 or 2 and usually has a hot
Chartwells lunch, a lunch will be
ordered for them automatically. If
your child is in Reception, Year 1 and
2 and usually brings a packed lunch,
you may request a free Christmas
lunch for them on this day. Please
email the office to request their
lunch, otherwise they may miss out
on their festive meal. The children
may wear something festive on this
day to complement their school
uniform, for example festive socks or
tights, a hat or a Christmas jumper.
Term ends
Inset Day – school closed to all
children
Start of Spring term
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