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Friday Flyer – Friday 27th March 2026 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

We have certainly had an action-packed last week of Spring Term with ukulele performances, 

Maths challenges and Easter celebrations.  What a variety of experiences our children have 

had! It has been wonderful to see so many families joining us for the many events that have 

taken place both in school and for making St. James’ the warm and welcoming place that it 
is.  We hope you enjoy this bumper edition of the Friday Flyer, showcasing the learning and 

events that have taken place during the past couple of weeks. 

 

Easter Celebrations  

Easter was celebrated this week with a reflective service at St Giles’ Church on Thursday, 
followed by an Easter Bonnet Parade and the traditional Egg Roll on Friday.  It was lovely to 

see so many parents and carers at both events, especially as it gave them the opportunity 

to meet our new vicar, Canon Martin Poll. He certainly rolled his sleeves up and dived straight 

in, giving the children palm crosses to raise in the air as we sang at the church and then 

judging the bonnets and eggs in school.   The children’s bonnets were marvellous and they 

all rolled their eggs with great enthusiasm.  What a wonderful way to end Spring Term! 
 

The house prizes 

for the best Easter 

bonnet went to 

Robin, Gray and 
Luna.  The prizes 

for the longest 

egg roll were 

awarded to Lucas, 

Ozzie, Aubrey, 
Ezra, Kayden and 

Archer.  Well done 

to everyone.  

about:blank
about:blank


Church Lane - Coldwaltham - Pulborough - West Sussex - RH20 1LW 

 

Rother Valley Arts Festival – Dance Show  

We were so proud of our Dance Club as they performed at the Arts Festival on 13th March, 
where they took to the stage alongside other local primary schools to perform a dance to a 

song called ‘Unity’.  Dancing in the MRC theatre was a huge leap from practising in the school 

hall but the team took it in their stride. As Iris and Imogen explained in their introduction, 

‘When someone is on their own, we will always welcome them because together we are 

stronger.’    
 

 

News from the Jaguars – “Downscape” Project  

The Jaguars are continuing with their  “Downscape” project 

which is an exciting collaboration with the Arts Society 

West Sussex.  The Jaguars have already visited St 

Botolph’s Church and they have spent a morning at school 
with poet, Antosh Wojcik, writing poetry inspired by the 

visit.  The third phase of the project is to film some of the 

Jaguars reading their work at St Botolph’s Church. The 

finished film will be shown at Champs Hill, the Pop Up Art 

Exhibition in July. It will be shown by the Arts Society and 
it may be shown or shared elsewhere, including on social 

media.  We can’t wait to see the finished film and show off 

the Jaguars’ talents far and wide.   
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Visit from Kelly Simm – Commonwealth Games Gold Medal Winning Gymnast  

There was huge excitement and anticipation last last Friday when Kelly Simm visited the 
school as part of the Great British Athletes Programme.  Together with Sportivator, Paula, 

they ran a sponsored circuit training session with all the children.  Kelly explained about how 

she started in gymnastics and how she became so successful.  The children had a chance to 

ask her some questions.  We are very grateful to Jeanie who was in charge of the music and 

Kaine and Evan who took the photographs.  
 

Thank you to everyone for the sponsorship – an unbelievable amount has been raised and it 

will be shared between Great Athletes and our school.  The money will be counted this week 

with the rewards for everyone who raised money being distributed after Easter.   
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Bikeability Training  

The current Year 6 children will be taking part in Bikeability training on 
16th and 17th July 2026.  The current Year 5 children  have the same 

session in October 2026, when they will be in Year 6. All the children will 

have Stage 1 training on the playground and then, those who pass Stage 

1, will have Stage 2 training on quiet local roads with an instructor.  Full 

details of the Bikeability sessions will follow th but please note now that 
the children will need to have use of a roadworthy bicycle and helmet for 

the sessions.   If your child’s bike needs a little maintenance, it would be 

helpful to plan for this.  Bikeability can provide loaned bicycles for any 

children who do not have their own but using their own is preferable, if 

possible.  

 
Be Nut Aware! 

Please don’t forget that we are a Nut Aware school and 

any food that contains nuts should not be brought into 

school; this includes hidden nuts that may be an 

ingredient of Battenberg cake, almond croissants, 
chocolate spreads, peanut butter, pesto and cereal bars. 

There has been a change in the statutory requirements 

for schools regarding how allergies are approached and 

we really do need to be vigilant; we appreciate and are 

grateful for your support with this. 
 

House Point Treat  

Well done to Bramber, the Yellow Team, who is the winning team for 

the housepoint challenge for this term. Housepoints are awarded 

when children display our values of Respect, Kindness, Honesty, 

Positivity and Teamwork.  Their treat was making chocolate Easter 
nests, which looked delicious.  Well done to Team Bramber!  
 

 

News from the Penguins and Rhinos - Sandwich Making  

Penguins and Rhinos have been reading ‘The Disgusting Sandwich’ by Gareth 
Edwards and Hannah Shaw.  As part of this topic, they wrote their own 

instructions about how to make their self-designed sandwich; they followed 

their own instructions and evaluated how successful they were.   The most 

sophisticated sandwich was designed by Jeanie whose sandwich was tiger 

bread with ham, cheese and lettuce finished off with an olive on top!  
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Penguins and Rhinos – Visit from a Police Community Support Officer 

Penguins, Rhinos and Chuckleberries were excited to have a visit from PCSO Lloyd from 
Sussex Police on Wednesday.  PCSO Lloyd talked to the children about the work of the police 

and and then everyone had a chance to sit in her police car. This is a wonderful way for the 

children to understand the work that the police do and that they are people who are here to 

keep us safe and look after us.  Mrs Martin’s Dad is a retired police officer so it is important 

to her that children know what their role is and how special they are. 

Penguins – Drive in Cinema 

Penguins have been working on their Drive in Cinema cars this week.  They designed and 
decorated their own cars and got comfortable to watch a film at the “St James’ Drive-In”.  
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News from the Elephants – DT Project  

Elephants have completed another DT project, this time designing and making a felt purse 
or wallet.  They began by considering the use of their product and how the design would 

make it appealing and practical.  They then made their money containers and evaluated 

their work, making recommendations for future improvements. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Christ’s Hospital Maths Challenge  

Some of the Year 5 children took part in a 

Maths Challenge at Christ’s Hospital this 

week.  The St James’ team of Iris, Immie, 

Raife and Ozzie watched the Christ’s Hospital 
School Band process into lunch before they 

started the challenge.  They worked in pairs 

to solve the tasks and were excellent 

representatives of St James’.  Thank you to 

Mr Gradden who kindly accompanied the 
children for the afternoon.   

 

We hope you have enjoyed this edition of the 

Friday Flyer and wish all our families a 

peaceful and joyful Easter Break. 
 

We look forward to welcoming all of the children back to school on Monday 13th April. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 
 

Mrs N Douse 

Senior Teacher 
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Dates for the Diary  

 

Friday 27th March 2026 Last day of the Spring Term  

  

Monday 13th April 2026 First day of the Summer Term  

Friday 17th April 2026 Jaguars’ Trip to Pallant House Gallery – please see our letter 

dated 06/03/2026 

Friday 24th April 2026 First swimming lesson for Jaguars at MXT, Storrington – 

please see our letter dated 10th March 2026 

Monday 11th May to 

Thursday 14th May 2026 

SATs week for Year 6 

Monday 18th May 2026 Post SATS Treat for Year 6 – see our letter dated 19th March 

for full details  

Thursday 21st May  Whole School Trip to Goodwood Farm – details to follow 

Monday 25th May to 

Friday 29th May 2026 

Half Term  

Friday 12th June  School Photographer to visit – Class Photos  

Monday 22nd June 2026 Year 6 Leavers’ Service at Chichester Cathedral – Year 6 

parents and carers are invited to attend this special service 

Monday 29th June 2026 Sports Day – Parents and carers are invited to attend from 

1.15pm 

Monday 6th July 2026 Dress Rehearsal 1.30pm  – Key Stage 2 Production 

Tuesday 7th July 2026 Performance of Key Stage 2 Production 6pm – all parents and 

carers are invited to attend 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 Whole School Circus Workshop – more details to follow 

Thursday 9th to Friday 

10th July 2026 

Jaguars’ Residential – local activities and camping at school.  

Further details to follow  

Monday 13th July 2026 Reserve Date for Sports Day – 1.15pm 

Thursday 16th July and 
Friday 17th July 2026 

Bikeability Training for Year 6  

Monday 20th July 2026 Last day of term for children 

Tuesday 21st July and 
Wednesday 22nd July 

2026 

Inset Days – school closed to children  

  

Tuesday 1st September 
2026 

Inset Day – school closed to children 

Wednesday 2nd 

September 2026 

First Day of the Autumn Term  
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