
LI: To analyse newspaper articles

• Steps to Success:

I can…

1. Identify the key parts of a newspaper articles 
(e.g. Layout and structure)

2. Identify language features (e.g. tense, 
punctuation and strategies)

3.  Explore the use of grammar.



Step to Success 2 and 3

Identify the language and vocabulary of 
newspaper reports 

Explore the use of grammar



LI: To analyse newspaper reports

• You will need the examples of newspaper reports 
that you have used previously.

• You will need the uploaded PPT called ‘Fact, 
Opinion and Bias’ to support your learning.

• There are two links to report examples on the 
website to use as part of the learning, ‘Elf report’ 
and ‘Dragon report’.

• You will also need two further uploaded PPTS 
called ‘Active and Passive Voice’ and ‘Active and 
Passive Voice Quiz’ to support your learning.



LI: To analyse newspaper reports

• Newspaper reports have a specific purpose 
which is to inform the reader of events that 
are happening.

• They are meant to be factual reports which 
are not biased towards anyone in particular 
but present the information in a fair and 
measured way.



LI: To analyse newspaper reports

• However, newspaper reports still need to grab 
and keep the attention of the reader so the 
way that they are written is vital.

• Also, newspapers very often are trying to 
appeal to a specific section of society.  They 
have a target audience in mind.

• These two factors can influence the language, 
vocabulary and tone that the reports take. 



LI: To analyse newspaper reports

• Read through the PPT called ‘Fact, Opinion 
and Bias’ to learn about how language can be 
used to show these things in newspapers.



Independent language analysis

• Using the two examples of reports uploaded 
to the website, analyse the use of language 
using the questions below.

• Is the language in the report using more 
inflammatory language or does it use 
objectively-based language?

• Does the report use facts?

• Does the report state opinions?



LI: To identify punctuation and 
grammar used in newspaper reports

• Steps to Success:

I can…

1. Identify reported and direct speech

2. Convert between the two

3. Identify the use of past and present tense

4. Identify the use of the passive voice



How do we use speech marks?

• Speech marks (or inverted commas) go around 
what is being said.



How do we use speech marks?

• Speech should start with a capital letter.

“Hello,” said the man.



How do we use speech marks?

• New speaker – New line.

• Comma before speech (if in middle of 
sentence

Mum said quietly, 
“Please sit down.”



How do we use speech marks?

• Closing punctuation inside the speech (full 
stop, exclamation mark, question mark, 
comma)

“Please sit down!” 
shouted Mum.



Direct Speech
• Direct speech is when speech marks are being 

used.

For example:

• “I don’t like cabbage!” screamed the boy at his 
mother.

• “I’ll be back home soon,” Jim shouted to his 
mum.

• “Is that you?” he asked.



Reported Speech
(Indirect speech)

• This is when you repeat what someone has 
said (there won’t be any speech marks)

For example:

• The screaming boy told his mother that he did 
not like cabbage.

• Walking out of the door, Jim told his mum that 
he would be back later.

• The voice in the distance asked who was 
there.



Can you convert these examples of 
DIRECT speech into REPORTED 

speech?
• “Can I have another biscuit please?” Ben 

asked his Dad politely.

• “Stop thief!” the policeman bellowed.

• “I’m not going to football tomorrow because I 
have far too much work to do,” Steve said.

• “If you think you can speak to me like that,” 
she said, “you had better think again!”



Use of the past and present tense

• Newspaper reports use a combination of the 
past and present tense in order to report 
events.

• Usually, newspaper reports are explaining 
events that have already happened.  To do 
this, they use the past tense to describe them.

• However, the report aims to also give an 
update on what is happening. For this, the 
present tense is used.



Use of the past and present tense

• Using the two reports (Elf report and Dragon 
report) uploaded to the website, identify 
where past and present tense is being used.

• Remember, past tense will report what has 
already happened. 

• Present tense will identify what is happening 
now or will continue to happen.



Use of the passive voice

• Before the school closure, we had started to learn 
about the active and the passive voice.

• Active voice uses a ‘subject, verb object’ structure 
and describes how the subject performed an 
action to an object.

• Passive voice uses a ‘object, verb, subject’ 
structure and describes how something was done 
to the object BY the subject.

• Using the two PPTs uploaded to the website 
‘Active and Passive Voice’ and ‘Active and Passive 
Voice Quiz’, remind yourself about the learning 
previously done.



Grammar used in newspaper reports

• Using the two reports uploaded to the 
website ‘Elf report’ and ‘Dragon report’, 
identify how the passive voice is used in the 
reports.

• Remember that passive voice will usually 
contain the word ‘by’ or will have a sentence 
that can have ‘by the…..’ added to it!


