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22nd April 2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

2026 – 2027 Structure and Staffing 

 

I hope that you are well today and are having a positive week.  We are in the fortunate position 

this year to be able to share with you the planned structure and staffing for St. James in the 

forthcoming academic year, 2026 – 2027. 

 

Structure 

The class structure will remain the same with three classes: 

 

• Penguins and Rhinos – EYFS, Years 1 and 2; 

• Elephants – Years 3 and 4; 

• Jaguars – Years 5 and 6. 

 

This structure is advantageous for many reasons, including:  

 

• Numbers – through structuring the school in this way, the numbers of children will be 

evenly split across each class with between 13 and 19 children in each class - this is below 

the average class size of 30 children in single-form entry schools;  

• Curriculum – the classes reflect the natural split in the National Curriculum (EYFS and Key 

Stage 1; Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2) which will support teaching and 

learning. 

 

Staffing 

We are delighted that our current teaching staff will be remaining at the school; we are very 

grateful for the commitment and hard work given by Mrs Parker, Mrs Douse and Mr Lewis and for 

their dedication to giving the children the best learning opportunities that they can. 

 

There will be one change to the arrangement of teaching staff for the coming academic year and 

this will be as follows: 

 

• Penguins/Rhinos – EYFS, Years 1 and 2 – Mrs Emma Parker; 

• Elephants – Years 3 and 4 – Mrs Natalie Douse; 

• Jaguars – Years 5 and 6 – Mr Archie Lewis. 

 

We are excited about the placement of Mrs Parker and Mr Lewis in their new classes and know 

that they will bring a new, fresh approach to each of the classes that will benefit and enhance the 

children’s learning.   
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There will be planned transition sessions during the Summer Term for the children to meet their 

new teachers and be able to visit their classrooms.  As and when these are decided, we will let 

parents/carers know. 

 

Our amazing support staff will continue to be deployed in the most effective way to meet children’s 

needs.  The current model of a specific TA not being allocated to a specific class will remain, but 

we will ensure that their excellent skills and knowledge are utilised to facilitate specific, targeted 

assistance where needed.  Our TAs have strong relationships with all the children within the 

school; we are confident that they will always have a trusted and nurturing adult near them to 

ensure a secure and safe learning environment for them. 

 

We are, as always, grateful for the support that you, as parents/carers, give to the school; it is 

appreciated and always noticed.  We are pleased to be able to share with you the arrangements 

for the coming academic year and hope that this will give you reassurance for the coming year 

about who your children will be with. 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

 

 

Executive Headteacher, Arun Villages Federation, Amberley CE Primary School and St. James’ CE 

Primary School, Coldwaltham 


