
Dear Yew Class Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to the third term of what has been a very busy academic year for the children in 

Yew Class.  I would firstly like to say thank you for the lovely welcome that you and the children 

have given to me this week as I’ve started in my new role at St. James’. I’ve been enjoying 

getting to know the children and (I hope!) that they are enjoying getting to know me.  I’m 

looking forward to building strong relationships with them all, facilitating and supporting 

positive progress with their learning and enjoying the final term of the year. 

Our topic this Summer term is a Geography and PSHE-based one entitled, “One People, One 

World”.   As members of a local, national and global community, this topic will help the children 

to develop skills to live within the 21st century; the children will develop an understanding of a 

range of issues that affect others both in the United Kingdom and across the world, with India 

being a particular focus.  The children will consider how to develop mutual respect and tolerance 

for the beliefs of others and learn how they can make a difference to the world around them. 

In English, the children will be using the book ‘Trash! On Ragpicker Children and Recycling’ as 

their focus text; this is a new text to me as a teacher so I’m excited about reading it alongside 

the children.  The children will write narratives, integrating speech and atmosphere as well as 

diary accounts in response to the text.  They will explore how to use poetry to capture 

experience and emotion.  Linked to Science, the children will write informative and engaging 

leaflets, persuasive speeches, and explanation texts.  They will be provided with regular 

independent writing opportunities, e.g. free-writing book. The children in Yew Class will have 

their weekly Spellings as well as specific Grammar teaching and their usual Guided and 

Independent Reading time. 

In Geography, the children will be discovering the sights, sounds and spectacle that is India!  

They will consider the human and physical geography of the land as well as learning abut he lives 

of people living there.  Through exploration of the availability of and distribution of resources, 

the children will consider similarities and differences between life in the UK and India.   

In PSHE, linking to learning in English and Geography, the children will explore topical issues, 

problems and events such as child labour and homelessness.  They will consider what it means to 

be part of a local, national and global community and learn about groups that support 

communities. Exploring human rights and the laws and rules that protect and govern society as 

well as developing skills to exercise responsibilities in relation to rights will also be a theme. 

In Art and D.T. lessons, the children will be given the opportunity to sculpt the human form 

using clay and explore the work of the artist Henry Moore., as well as look at patterns and 

shapes influenced by Indian art and created using recycled mixed media. The children will have 

the opportunity to design and make a piece of jewellery influenced by India.  In Music, the 

children will be continuing to learn to play keyboards with the West Sussex Music Service.  

Alongside this, they will be exploring the sounds and rhythm of India…perhaps with some 

Bollywood dancing! 



In R.E. the children will look at what can we learn from religions about deciding what is right and 

wrong and identifying personal, family, school values/codes for living which influence their own 

behaviour.  They will find out about the main religions in India and think about what similarities 

and differences there are between the UK and India in terms of attitude towards religion. 

In Science, the children will be learning about the human body, including the function of the 

skeleton, major organs and systems, e.g. the human digestive system and the human circulatory 

system.  They will learn to recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way 

their bodies function, which is a fantastic area of Science to explore. 

In Maths, the children in Year 5 and 6 will be covering the areas of: measurement, including 

perimeter, area and volume, times tables, fractions/decimals/percentages, statistics, geometry, 

developing and applying correct mathematical language and problem solving and reasoning. 

In P.E. they will be take part in small-sided games, such as Kwik cricket and rounders, as well as 

developing athletic skills.  

In Computing, the children will use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly for research, 

as well as learning to use Microsoft Excel to collect, analyse, evaluate and present data and 

information. There will be a focus on how to belong to online communities across a range of 

social media – this is, I believe, a vital skill for our children to have before secondary school 

where social media use increases significantly. 

Homework will continue to be given out on a Monday and will need to be returned by Friday.  

Work set for homework will cover a range of subjects, including spelling, reading, maths as well 

as being linked to topic work. 

Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school at all times.  As Yew Class will not be 

having their PE with the outside providers this term, it may be that the days that PE takes 

place moves based on other learning that the children are doing.  Therefore, their kit will need 

to be available at all times.  If your child needs to be excused from PE for a medical reason, 

please can you ensure that you send a note via your child or email the School Office. 

I’m very excited to be working with Yew Class and am looking forward to enjoying a fun, busy 

and challenging term with them.  Thank you for your continued support of the school and please 

do contact me if you need to discuss anything 

about your child that will help me to support 

them to the best of my ability. 

Kind regards,  

Mrs L Martin 

Yew Class Teacher 


